Home and School Activities and Events

What is St. Mary’s Home and School Association? Home and School exists to help organize events so that EVERYONE can be involved and volunteer in their child’s school community.

You can see our event dates and sign up to help at www.stmaryelgin.com . Click on the “GET INVOLVED AT SCHOOL” tab!

One of the questions often asked of Home and School board members is “What are the activities that Home and School sponsors?” We have made a list - including descriptions - of the different activities sponsored by Home and School. Home and School is a group of 8 volunteers that host many functions. There are only 8 board members. Therefore, we rely on the support of the families of St. Mary School in order to provide the many fun activities that everyone looks forward to each year. We hope that this will generate interest in the different activities provided.

Thank you for your interest!

St. Mary School Home and School Board

Back to School Sock Hop- This event is a fun filled dance for all families to welcome everyone back for a great start to the new school year. We have music, food, pictures, and dancing. There is a small fee per family to help defray our costs. 

Market Day-

Market day is a monthly event in which St .Mary’s  families have the opportunity to purchase high quality food items with a percentage of the purchases benefitting St. Mary School. Market Day’s mission is,  “raising funds for education.” Since its inception 30 years ago Market Day has helped raise over $330 million for America’s schools. In order to have Market Day run smoothly, St. Mary’s requires every family to volunteer at one Market Day pick up per year. Each month one grade level is assigned to work/help at the Saturday pick-up. If you have more than one child attending St. Mary’s you are only obligated to volunteer one month. Market Days are on Saturday mornings. Volunteers are needed on those pick-up Saturdays for about one hour. Volunteers help unload the truck, sort and inventory the orders. Please check the school packets for order forms and monthly grade assignments.

Home and School Hot Lunch- Once a month, Home and School hosts a special hot dog lunch for the children. This is part of our fund raising efforts. Please check the school packets for Home and School hot lunch information and order forms. 

Family Directory- At the start of each year Home and School creates a directory of St. Mary’s families. The directory contains contact information for each St. Mary family that chooses to be included (each family determines the contact information included for their family).  These are great to have for contacting other families for homework assignments, carpool arrangements, birthday parties, etc.  There is a small fee to purchase a directory.  This helps defray the cost of printing / copying the directories.

Book Fair- Once a year Home and School organizes a book fair. This gives St. Mary’s students and parishioners the opportunity to purchase age appropriate books. Students of St. Mary’s have scheduled times to attend the book fair during school hours. A percentage of the purchases benefits St. Mary School. Additionally, the teachers have a “wish list” of books that they would like to receive for their classroom use. The “wish lists” are posted at the book fair and anyone is welcome to purchase and donate those books.

All Grade Roller Skating Party- Once a year Home and School sponsors a roller skating party at no cost to students of St. Mary School. This event is intended to gather all students of all grades and bring them together for a fun, social outing. We believe that having a united community who gathers for FUN events makes us stronger as a school.

Christmas Craft Days- Home and School hosts this event for children to make up to three crafts to give to friends, teachers or family members as Christmas gifts. These crafts make great gifts for your children to give to loved ones.
Teacher and Staff Christmas Lunch- Each year Home and School provides a Christmas lunch for the teachers and staff of St. Mary School. Typically, the Board Members take care of hosting this event and do not solicit volunteers-but if you are interested in helping with it, you are most welcome. Just contact a board member to indicate that you are interested in helping. 

Coffee Donut Sunday - Home and School hosts a Coffee Donut Sunday after the Masses in Binsfeld Hall at the beginning of Catholic Schools Week each year. Coffee and Donuts are served to all families and parishioners    following the Sunday Masses. 

“Butterfly Kisses” Dance -   This is a dinner/ dance where girls can bring their dads, grandpas, uncles or other significant man in their life to school for an extraordinary evening. This is a night of food, dancing and entertainment. We need parent volunteers to assist with this special event. Please watch the school packet for information.

Big Fundraiser – THIS IS OUR BIGGEST EVENT OF THE YEAR!  Though the theme has changed throughout the years, we currently plan to do a candlelight bowl. This includes bowling, dinner, dancing, food and AUCTIONS that benefit the students of St. Mary School. We STRONGLY encourage all families to make every effort to attend this event – we also encourage you to bring neighbors family and friends!  This is an adults’ only event. We hope to see everyone there.

Mother/Son Bowling - This event is an afternoon of fun for boys and their moms (or significant females like grandmas, aunts, etc.).  Bowling, shoes, pizza and pop are included! This is a great opportunity for boys to spend some quality time with their moms. We will need volunteers to assist with this event.

Family Night -  This is a large event when families come together to socialize and have a fun, family centered evening.  Food, music, and family games are a few of the things to expect at Family Night. This is always a great time to gather with family and friends. We need parents to assist with this event. Please check the packet for information.
Graduation Reception - Each year, Home and School hosts this reception for the 8th grade families immediately after the graduation ceremony. Items served are punch, coffee, pop, cake and cookies. Please join us and say,  “Good Luck!”  to our graduating class.

If you are interested in helping with any of these events please feel free to contact any of the Home and School Board Members.  You can leave us a message at the school office at 847-695-6609. Thank you!
