
 

PRINCIPAL NOTES 

“Adversity is a gift from God; one that He especially gives His special friends.” --St. Thomas More 
 

 

BIG FUNDRAISER:  I hope to see all of you at the St. Mary School Big Fundraiser this Saturday at Douglas Street 
Pub beginning at 7:00pm.  It will be a wonderful and successful night thanks to the dedication of the parents 
of St. Mary School, especially the parents of Home and School whose hard work is greatly appreciated.  
THANK YOU! 

EXPLORE EXAM:  All 8th grade students will be taking the EXPLORE Exam next Wednesday, January 25th.  This 
exam is a standardized test created by the authors of the ACT Exam.  The EXPLORE Exam, along with the IOWA 
Tests, is required and will become part of the students academic record.  

SPELLING BEE:  5th – 8th graders will be participating in the Scripps National Spelling Bee beginning the week of 
January 23rd.  The spelling bee will start in the classrooms and culminate on Monday, January 30th with the 
final school competition at 1:00pm in the gym.  Parents are welcome.  Students who wish to study the list that 
the words are chosen from can do it at myspellit.com. 

FAMILY DINNER NIGHT:  St. Mary School continues the Family Dinner Night Out at The Elgin Public House for 
the week of February 6th.  See the flyer in the January 13th packet for details and the coupon that will allow 
10% of your purchase to be donated back to St. Mary School.  Come support St. Mary School and a local 
business, and let someone else fix dinner! 

PLAY CASTING CALL:  Auditions for “Kilroy Was Here” have been rescheduled for Monday, January 23rd from 
3-4:00pm.  All 5-8th grade thespians are invited to try-out.  Please make sure that you and your child read the 
important information contained in the play flyers and complete the audition forms in this packet.   

LOST AND FOUND:  We are starting to accumulate items in our lost and found.  It’s amazing what kinds of 
items are collected, such as hats, coats, and single shoes!  If your child has misplaced any belongings, please 
have them look on the coat rack, in the gym, to locate and claim lost objects.   

PARISH EVENTS:  Break out the Tobasco and Louisiana Hot Sauce!  The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring 
their 14th annual “Chili for Charity”.  This event is open to all area school students with winners awarded prizes 
and braggin’ rights for the best chili in Elgin.  I am looking forward to being a judge at this year’s event and the 
heart burn that will surely follow!  Please see the flyer for details. 

MASS:  We will celebrate Mass/Chaplet on Thursday, January 26th at 9:30am.  Mr. Ryan’s 8th grade class will 
be reading and singing.  Your children would love to see you there! 

 

May God’s blessings be on you and your family this week! –-Mr. Koester 

St. Mary Catholic School 

Weekly   Packet 

January 20th  







Your son or daughter could walk away with  a $100 

savings bond, a traveling trophy for their school and a 

personalized “Great Chili Chef” award, (the savings bond and 

trophy are for student entries) by entering the 14th Annual Chili 

for Charity Cook-off and Dinner!!! (no charge for student 

entry only). Better hurry, only 10 free slots are open. 

This event is sponsored by the Elgin Knights of 

Columbus and will be held at St. Thomas More School on 

Saturday, February 18th, 2012. 

During the past 11 years the Knights have given Elgin 

Catholic schools over $75,000 for much needed projects.  

What could be more fun than making Chili and walking 

away with the money and a school trophy??? 

See separate entry form with  

additional details……………………….. 

      www.kofc654.org 

$$$ MAKE CHILI and WIN BIG $$$ 



14th Annual Chili for Charity 

    *************************** 

Student Division Application 

Limited to 10 free Students from the 5 Elgin Catholic Schools No Entry Fee for Youth Competition only  

Student participants must provide (6 to 8) quarts of Chili  to be eligible for judging, ( Parents are 
encouraged to help with preparation.) Doors open at 11:00am, bring in your “Heated Chili “  no later than 
1:00, judging begins at 1:30. Utensils, condiments, serving trays and sterno will be provided. Electric 
warming containers will not be permitted. Just fill in the below information; Chili Name, hot-medium or 
mild, and description, for our Chili Menu, (e.g.“Papa’s Slow Cook Chili”  etc.) . All entrants will receive a 
personalized “Great Chili Chef” participation award. Finally, if you wish to participate in the overall 
competition please indicate below and include the $20 entry fee; NEW THIS YEAR: Best in Class: Hot, 
Medium & Mild $50 each category, plus over all best Chili: (1st prize $400, 2nd $200, 3rd $150) and Best 
Overall Presentation (1st prize $90, 2nd $60). Mail completed below entree form to:  

Terry Green, 2250 Country Knoll Lane, Elgin, IL 60123.  
For questions call: (847) 888-0831 or email tlegreen@wideopenwest.com   

Student Prizes include: 

• 1st Prize: $100 US Savings Bond for you  

• A traveling trophy for your school 

WHEN: 

February 18th, 2012  

Set up times: 11:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Judging starts at 1:30 pm 

WHERE: 

St. Thomas More Gymnasium 

Highland Ave. & St. Thomas More Drive 

Elgin, IL 60123  

 Name:__________________________School_______________________________ 

 

Name of Chili:_________________________________________________________ 

 

Hot, Med or Mild and Description or Catchy Phrase:__________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Category:  Student (free):          Student & Standard ($20):                               
(check one:  free  student or student & standard $20) 

 

Address:_____________________________ Phone:___________________________ 

Benefiting: 

Elgin Catholic Schools 

Elgin Soup Kitchen 

Elgin Youth Sports 

Elgin K of C 

Elgin Knights of Columbus 

14th Annual 

Chili Cook-Off & Dinner 

Please submit the application by January 27th or ASAP 

E--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

www.kofc654.org 

Use  separate sheet or back for more details. 





AUDITIONS 
FOR THE ST. MARY THEATER PRODUCTION OF 

 

Date: Friday January 20th 

Time: 3:00-4:00 
 

Both boys and girls are needed. Students in 7th and 8th grade will be 
cast in the major speaking roles. Students in 5-6 may be cast in 

secondary speaking roles or the chorus. Remember, the larger roles 

are not always the most interesting, fun, or creative roles. Every role 
is important to the production! The audition may consist of reading 

from the script, an improvisation, or vocal activity. When you come to 
audition, you will be asked to sing “God bless America” the first full 

verse or “The Star Spangled Banner” or “Happy Birthday” You may 
come sing as a group, however you will each be asked to individually 

sing on your own as well. Since we are asking you to sing one of these 
three songs, it will not be necessary to prepare your own song. Please 

keep it simple-no costumes or props-as we will be limited on time. 
Students who audition and are not selected for the cast will have first 

choice of crew positions. If you are interested in stage crew only, 
please turn in an audition form stating “STAGE CREW ONLY” You will 

not need to attend the audition after school. 
 

Those auditioning should bring a small snack, some homework, a book 

to read, etc. while they wait QUIETLY for their turn. Parents should 
arrange to pick up your child upon completion of their turn. Cast 

selections will be posted on Monday January 23rd. 
 

Please read the attached outline for participation with your 
child. If you agree with the terms as stated, please have your 

child bring the signed permission slip to the audition. 
 

There is $25.00 participation fee which will help with the costs 
associated with putting on this production (costumes, props, etc.)This 

must be turned in no later than the first rehearsal.(Feb 3rd 
 



 

St. Mary’s School Play Outline for Participation 
 

1. We, the undersigned, understand that the play performance dates are 

scheduled for Saturday, April 21st and Sunday, April 22nd. Participants 

must be available for both performances. 

 

2. We understand that participants are expected to attend all designated 

rehearsals. The rehearsal schedule is attached. Acting in a play is both a 

mentally and physically repetitive exercise. Frequent rehearsals are necessary 

to retain the movements and coordinate them with the memorized dialogue 

all parts are integral to the production and missing an actor makes rehearsal 

very difficult on the rest of the cast. If I am forced to miss a rehearsal, I will 

notify the director of my absence. I understand that missing three 

rehearsals could result in the loss of my part. If a cast member loses a 

part, he/she may remain in the chorus. 

 

3. Parents of cast members are required to supervise one rehearsal per 

child participating. A schedule of assigned times for parents will be 

distributed as soon as the cast is set. If you cannot make the assigned time, 

please find a substitute. Rehearsal attendance is limited to cast and crew. 

Visitors (excluding parent supervisor), siblings, friends, tec. may not attend 

any rehearsal without the previous consent of the director. 

 

4.  We understand that rehearsal time is to be spent productively. Students will 

use offstage time to do homework, study their lines, read, play board games, 

etc. Students must remain in the gym/stage area at all times. CELL 

PHONE USAGE IS PROHIBITED DURING REHEARSAL! The parking lots, 

lower level, kitchen, and any other area outside of the gym are off limits while 

rehearsal is in progress unless given consent by the adult supervisor or the 

director. Cast and crew members who follow directions well, and give 100% 

to each rehearsal will be rewarded. Students who are uncooperative, 

irresponsible, unreliable, disrespectful to any adult member or fellow cast 

member will be dismissed from the cast. 

 

5. We understand that the participants are responsible for clean up of the gym 

after each rehearsal, and that no one will be allowed to leave until the clan up 

has been approved by the adult supervisor. 

 

6. Actors are provided with one copy of the script which they MUST bring to 

each rehearsal. There will be a $7.00 replacement charge for any misplaced 

scripts. Some Character’s costumes will be provided, however some pieces 

may require individual purchase to insure correct fitting. 

 

7. Ticket information will be released 2 weeks prior to the show. Cast and crew 

members will have first choice seating. 

 

 

Please discuss these terms with your child(ren). We are looking forward to a great 

production and a lot of fun!! 

 

Amy Warner 
847.977.9983 awarner_28@hotmail.com 

mailto:awarner_28@hotmail.com


PLEASE SIGN AND BRING TO AUDITION! 

 
Play consent form 
 
We have read and agree to the above terms in the “Outline 
for Participation”. My child(ren) have my consent to 
participate in the St. Mary play. 
 
I understand there is a fee of $25.00 per cast member that 
is due no later than the first rehearsal on Friday January 
28th. 

 
Student 
Name___________________________________________ 
 
Parent Signature 

 

 
Date_____________________ 
 
_______$25 play participation fee is enclosed 
 
Parent’s contact number______________________ 
Parent’s email (required) ________________________ 
 
 
I can help with costumes____ 
I can sew______ 
I can help with make up_____ 
I can help with stage set_____ 
I can video tape______ 

I can help with the playbill____ 
Cast party___ 
 
 
 
 



 

TRY OUT FORM 
 

*Bring this with you when you come try out. 

 
Name________________________ Grade________ 

 
Would you like a singing part? _______ 

 

 
What experience do you have in Theatre? 

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ 

 
Will you have any conflicts during play 

practices?_______________________________________ 
 

 

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS POINT 
 

Try out song:_________________________ 
 

Comments:_______________________________________________
________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
 

Cold reading 

comments:_______________________________________________
________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
 

Notes on past performances if 
applicable:________________________________________________

________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

Rehearsal Schedule 
 

**Tuesday and Friday Practices are after school-4:30** 

 
**Sundays from 4-6** 

 
Practices will begin on February 3rd after school until 4:30 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT SPRING BREAK BEGINS ON MARCH 23rd AND 
CLASSES RESUME ON APRIL 2nd. WE WILL CONTINUE TO HAVE 
PRACTICES OVER BREAK. IF YOU WILL GOING AWAY IT IS VERY 

IMPORTANT YOU LET THE DIRECTOR KNOW! 
 

Practices will be Feb-3, 5, 7, 10, 12, 14, 17, 19, 21, 24, 26, and 28 
March- 2, 4, 6, 9, 11, 13, 16, 18, 20, 23, 25, 27, and 30 

April-1, 3, 6, 8, 10, 13, 15, 17, 18 
Thursday 19th Tech dress 

Friday 20th Dress rehearsal 
Saturday 21st Performance @7 
Sunday 22nd Performance @ 2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amy Warner 
847.977.9983 

awarner_28@hotmail.com 




